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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

TF 200657: Nutrition 

Component within 

“Programa Progresando 

con Solidaridad” 

Jan 2014- 

Aug 2016 
121,706 4,561,512 4,561,512 100% - 

Government of 

the Dominican 

Republic 

 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

Trust Fund 200657 - With the objective of ensuring food and nutrition security of the population, WFP and the  
country's leading social protection programme “Progresando con Solidaridad”, (under the Vice Presidency’s 
Cabinet for Social Policy), have partnered since 2009. The project assists 121,706 individuals, including 88,348 
children from 6 to 59 months, 23,665 pregnant and nursing women and 9,693 elderly adults. In addition, the 
programme also supports 20,000 government community employees and health practitioners through capacity 
development activities.  

 
WFP provides a complete package of interventions including capacity development to community leaders and 
health practitioners, coordination amongst actors, community nutrition education and promotion of preventative 
care for children through primary healthcare. Through Ministry of Health practitioners, WFP provides: 
Micronutrient Powders to 78,882 children between aged 6-59 months; the distribution of complementary 
nutritious foods (Supercereal Plus) to 9,466 children at risk of chronic or acute malnutrition; Supercereal to 
pregnant and nursing women with micronutrient deficiencies and to the elderly with inadequate food consumption 
through the primary health care system.    
 
Capacity Development HIV/AIDS and Nutrition - WFP provides ongoing support to the Ministry of Public 
Health. WFP has trained health care providers from the Ministry to offer nutrition counselling for people living with 
HIV. WFP has also strengthened the Ministry‘s programmes focused on the monitoring of child growth and 

development, through trainings and field monitoring. Through HIV and nutrition activities, WFP supports 290 
doctors, psychologists and counsellors of 77 integrated heath units and 175 women living with HIV through 
nutrition education activities.  Indirect beneficiaries include 36,391 people living with HIV who attend the 
integrated health centres. 
 

Emergency Preparedness and Response - With its strategic position and political support of the government, 
WFP is able to quickly respond to disasters affecting the Dominican Republic, Haiti and other Caribbean islands. 
WFP partners with the Centre for Emergency Operations and the Ministry of the Presidency's emergency response 

enhancement project to support capacity development in logistics and telecommunications. Through the 
“Forecast-Based Emergency Preparedness for Climate Risks" project, funded by the German Federal Foreign 
Office, WFP will support the government with the use of accurate forecasting and climate risk analysis to improve 
early warning and develop appropriate special preparedness measures. 

 
 

 

WFP in the Dominican Republic supports enhancement of 

government food based programmes and emergency 

preparedness and response structures towards ensuring the food 

and nutritional security of the most vulnerable groups. 

WFP supports government efforts to develop nutrition sensitive 

social protection programmes and public policies to reduce 

micronutrient deficiencies and undernutrition.   

WFP expects to continue current partnerships and collaboration 

with the Government, focused on enhancement of social safety 

net programmes’ (Progresando con Solidaridad, School Feeding) 

capacity to implement nutrition actions; support to the Ministry  

of Health programmes for improved nutrition of vulnerable 

groups; livelihood development of small farmers and women; 

strengthening of emergency preparedness and response 

structures; and initiatives focusing on the link between food 

security, climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction. 
WFP has been present in the Dominican Republic since 1967.   
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP’s main partner is the Dominican Government’s Vice Presidency, and the “Progresando con Solidaridad” 
programme.  Other partners include the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of the Presidency, 
German Federal Foreign Office and the National Emergency Commission. The priority is to continue building 
current partnerships and collaboration with the Government, to enhance national programmes through capacity 
strengthening initiatives. WFP also works in close collaboration with other UN agencies such as FAO, UNDP, 
UNICEF and PAHO (WHO) in joint initiatives related to capacity strengthening of social programmes, food security 
and nutrition policies and activities. 

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

The Dominican Republic is a low middle income country with a 
population of approximately 9.8 million people.  
 
The food security and nutrition situation of the Dominican Republic 
is characterised by persistent poverty, lack of dietary diversity, 
micronutrient deficiencies, and deficient quality of public health 
services, weak agricultural structure and recurrent natural and 
economic shocks. Although self-sufficient in terms of basic food 
production, the Dominican Republic suffers from marked income 
inequality with inequity in distribution of family income at 45.7 
(2014) in the World Bank GINI index. The inflation rate is 1.58 
percent (2014) and the poverty rate is 40.9 percent (2012). The 
poorest half of the population receives less than one fifth of GDP, 
while the richest receive nearly 40 percent.  
 
The prevalence of chronic under nutrition is 7 percent nationally 
(2013); yet particular provinces present rates two to three times 
higher. The family members most vulnerable to malnutrition, 
including micronutrient deficiencies, are young children, pregnant 
and nursing women, and people suffering chronic illnesses, the elderly and Haitian immigrants. According to the 
National Micronutrient Survey of the Ministry of Health (2009), anaemia prevalence in non-pregnant women was 
34 percent, 37 percent in women who had given birth in the past 12 months, 28 percent in children 6 to 59 
months of age, and reaching 61 percent in children from 6 to 11 months. A study conducted by WFP on a sample 
of 36,931 people living with HIV reported that 88 percent were food insecure and 58 percent were classified as 
severely food insecure. HIV prevalence has levelled at 0.8 – 1 percent throughout the last decades. The 
geographical position of the island of La Hispaniola places the Dominican Republic in a zone highly prone to 
disasters such as hurricanes and tropical storms. In addition to threatening people’s lives, these events have 
serious effects on the country’s social, environmental and economic infrastructure. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 WFP and the Progresando con Solidaridad Programme’s 
nutrition component was selected as a best practice case 
study and presented at the Global Forum on Nutrition-
Sensitive Social Protection Programs organised by the World 
Bank and the Russian Federation in Moscow. 

 WFP, in coordination with the Ministry of Health and 
“Progresando con Solidaridad”, prioritised health evaluation 
sessions in primary health care centres, where 10,147 
children between 6 and 59 months received micronutrient 
powders and 4,517 children identified at risk of acute 
malnutrition were provided with Super Cereal Plus. 

 The joint partnership of WFP, “Progresando con Solidaridad” 

with the Ministry of Health has promoted positive behavioural 
change for improved eating habits through the formation of 
community nutrition counselling networks and the 
coordination of more than 500 community ‘Nutrition and 
Health’ fairs. During the reporting period, 2,880 women and 
15,782 elderly people received Super Cereal. 

 The Dominican Republic is experiencing the 
worst drought of the last 20 years. Rainfall is 
urgently needed for crops and for the 
population’s water needs in the Cibao region, 
the country’s most populous area. According 
to July data from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the province of San Juan de la Maguana in 
the southwest region has experienced a loss 
of DOP$ 66,348,218 in agricultural 
production. The region’s farmers have 
requested support in the form of machinery 
and equipment that would allow them to 
draw water, as well as food assistance for the 
8,394 affected families. 

 


